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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK 
f EW things are worse after a vacation than discover ing that the place you 

visited contained many things that you would like to have seen, but didn't be­
cause you were not aware of them at the time. 

The ancient North American city of Halifax contains many places of interest 
to the visitor and this pocket size booklet will, we hope, materially assist you 
to see as many of them as you wish with the least possible inconvenience. 

The numbered photographs throughout the body of the booklet correspond with 
the numbers on the map and these have been arranged as far as possible into 
a continuous route of the city. 

LITHOGRAPHED IN HALIFAX , NOVA SCOTIA CAN ... OA 

HAL1~AA t;l l 't REGIONAL LIBRAR" 
5381 Spring Garden Ra 

Halifax, N. S. 
B3J 1E9 



Photo by Bollinger 

OUR MAYOR 
BIDS YOU 

WELCOME ' • I am extremely happy that you have chosen to visit Ha l ifax and I sincerely believe the at­
tractions of our city will make your vi si t worth­
while and en joyable. 

Halifax i s a treasure house of things and places of historical in terest as this l ittle booklet shows. But I believe you will also f i nd g reat pleasure in the a reas of parkland and the oppor tunit ies for swimm ing, sunbathing and boatin g that are afforded by our unique North West Arm. 
Whether your v isit be one of days or weeks, I hope that every minute of every hour wi ll be fil led w ith such en joyment that you'l l want to come back aga in next year. 

Yours i n friendship, 

f rlrlc 
Mayor. 



HALIFAX ... WARDEN OF 
THE NORTH 

Most historians concede that Hal ifax was visited briefly many times before it 
was founded by Hon. Edward Cornwall is in 17 49. Some feel sure that John Cabot 
saw the harbour as early as 1498, wh ile Portuguese a nd Spa nish shi ps undoubt­
edly caught a gl impse of the "Great Harbour" on their early voyages. In 17 46 
the port was temporarily occu pied by the French Armada of D'Anville. 
In the 205 years since the fou nd ing , Ha lifa x has g rown from an unpretentio us 
fishing and t~ading post to one of the world' s major po rts, with a steadily mount­
ing popu lation of over 100,000. It has developed rapid ly in spite of w a rs and 
catostrophies and now serves as terminal for leading steamship, a ir, ra il, bus, 
cable , radio, telegraph and telephone services. 

Hal ifax has always been closely connected with the mi litary forces and for many 
years was the ch ief military and naval base on th is side of the Atlantic. Th is m il i­
tary bea ring is still mainta ined, a lthough in d ifferen t w a ys than when the 
Citadel w as the main defence. 

Culturally, Ha lifax has kept well abreast of the t imes, too, and boasts some of 
the finest churches, schools and publ ic bui ldings to be found anywhe re. The ne w 
Memoria l Library is the latest addition to public bu ildings of this nature. Also 
worthy of mention is the new Halifax County Vocational High School, loca ted o n 
the northwest corner of the Citade l a nd the new St. Mary' s College on the former 
Gorsebrook Golf Course. 

Geographical location makes Halifax the main marke ti ng centre for the Atlantic 
Provi nces, that now include Newfound la nd ... and the city is nea rest the leading 
overseas markets of the world which accounts for her impo rta nce in w o rld trade. 
Through her long and turbulent history, the old Port City has a lways d riven for. 
ward with enth usiasm. She stands ready today, as she has a lways done, to fu l. 
f ill whatever d uty may be req ui red of her fro m he r strategic positio n on 
Canada's Atlantic doorstep. 



2. Leav ing the Touri st Bureau we turn left to drive west on Bel l Road, The 
la rge br ick bu ilding on o ur left is Queen Elizabeth H igh School A ud ito r ium, 
part of one of the most mod ern High Schools in the city. Opened in Septem­
ber 1942, Q.E.H . has a rapa city of 900 students and a teach i ng staff of 34 

3 . Bell Roa a ends at one of the bus iest intersections in t he City a nd the 
start of the mighty Trans-Canada Highw ay. In the midst of the intersect ion, 
sta nd ing a loof from the perpetual stream of modern cars, is t he aging 
WILLOW TREE (3) rel ic of o lder, harsher days when it s boughs became 
gallows at public executions. Highway Rou tes 1, 2 and 3 intersect here. 

4. Driving round the Willow Tree to take Route 3 , the car t ravel s a long Quin ­
pool Road , passing on the right, a nother f ine H igh School -- St. Patrick's 
This m odern building can hold 1200 pupi l s a nd a teach ing staff of 4 8. Its 
Aud itor iu m and Theatre, seati ng more tha n 1 000 is in g reat demand for 
p ublic concerts, plays and rec itals. 



5. Reaching the traffic lights at the intersection of QUINPOOL and OXFORD 

Streets, we tu rn left along OXFORD until we reach the spacious campus 

of Dalhousie University. Visitors from south of the border will be specially 

interested in Dalhousie because, although its name honors the founder, 

the Earl of Dalhous ie, it was America n money that paid for the initia l 

buildings. The orig inal endowment came from funds collected al Castine 

during the British occupancy of Maine in 1814. Many famous men in many 

professions, particularly medicine and law, have gone out from th is Uni­
versity. 

6 . On the campus is KING'S COLLEGE (6), established in 1799 at Windsor, 

N. S., by United Empire Loya lists who had come from New York. Full 

University powers were g ranted in 1802 by royal charter. King's College 

was the first Un iversity in the Empire outside the British Isles to be accorded 

this honor and is thus the "Mother of Education" in Canada. In 1923, King's 

College removed from Windsor to Halifax and since then has been associ­
ated with Dalhousie University. 

7 . While on the campus this is an ideal t ime to visit the Nova Scotia PUBLIC 

ARCHIVES (7) - that's the s imple, grey stone building set by itse lf on the 

right as you drive up towards the main buildings. The courteous Librarian 

will be glad to show you around the bu ilding, which houses the historic 
records of Nava Scotia's colorful oasl. 



Coming bock to Oxford Street, we ca r ry on west and, as the houses grow 
fewer, we catch glimpses of the blue North West A rm below us on ou r 
r:g h t. A drive down one of the side rood s will to ke us to the edge of the 
water. If on foot, w e can toke a p leasa nt fe rry trip across to picn ic o r 
bathe beside the imposing Tower on the other bank. But the drive ri g ht 
arou nd th e shore is very pleasa nt and we'll ta ke that la ter on in our tour. 

8 . Right now we curve left onto Beaufort Avenue, centre of one of the love­
liest dis tri cts in the city, and this in turn leads to the in tersection of Robie 
Street. J ust across the rood to o ur left is t he recent ly comple ted St. Mary's 
Universi ty (8 ). A lthough this building is new, St. Mo~y' s, now und er the 
jur isdiction of the Jesu its, d otes bock to 1839. 

9. Crossing Robie Street a nd dr ivi ng post the end of St. Ma ry's w e reach 
Tower Rood, where, turning right, we soon ar r ive at Point Pleasant Pork. 
No cars ore a llowed in the Pork; but w o ndering bridle paths through 
shady woods lead to the w ater's edge on th ree sides. About 300 ya rds from 
the entrance, is the famous Marte llo Tow er - - a massive stone fortress 
that would hove been absolute ly impreg nable in the days of cannon b o ll 
and musket. Th is Tower was never pu t to the test as a defence position , but 
it did see combat of another sort. For this was the fa vorite m eeting p lace 
of loca l duelli sts. And of the many duels fough t beneath its shadow, none 
w as more ce lebrated tha n that between Joseph Howe and the son of 
Chief Justice Si r Brenton Hallibu rton. The duel w as fough t in Morch, 1840. 
Hallibu rton f ired first, missed and t,hen w a ited for almost certa in death for 
Howe was a crock shot. It never come, however, for Howe aimed, pointed 
his p istol in the ai r and fired, saying, "Let the creature live." 



10. But to continue our tour we toke the road to aur left that sk irts the edge 
of the Park. On the left, imposing g rani te block pi llars of the GOLDEN 
GATES (10) mark the ma in entrance to the Park. If we are lucky, the sound 
of hooves will herald the approach of the co lorful Junior Bengal Lancers ... 
a unique graup of young riders with a continent-w ide reputation ... just 
returning from a practice canter along the bridle paths of the Park. 

I 

11. At the end of Point Pleasant Drive we again ccm,e to the sea .... this time 
the harbour side of the city ... and the ROYAL NOVA SCOTIA YACHT SQUAD­
RON. (11 ). Since 1837 the R.N.S.Y.S. has been one of the main centres 
for th is aquatic sport. It is a terminal of the Marblehead-Halifax ocean 
yacht event and also of the International Schooner Races, won several 
times by the world-famous " Bluenose". There are local races staged over 
the windy course two days a week. Since 1860, world-famous yachtsmen 
have competed for the coveted Prince of Wales Cup and the Wenonah 
Cup, donated by American enthusiasts in 1877. 

12. So far most of our drive has been through residentia l and semirural set­
tings, but now we leave Halifax at Play for a glimpse of Hal ifax at Work. 
Here is Canada's Gatew ay to the Atlantic a nd those huge grey buoys, 
cannisters and steel ba ll s and mass of cha in you see by the water, were 
once used to close the gateway to the enemy submarines that lurked out­
side in World War II. Yes, even in pea.cetime, that mighty submarine de­
fence net that stretched from shore to shore, is kept ready for use at a 
moment's notice. 



The change is so sudden from ploy to w ork, that w ithin a hu ndred feet 
you o re in the m idst of the noise and feverish activ ity of one of North 
America's ma jor wate rfronts . Miles of w harves finger out into t he ha rbour 
Here a fre ighter from Ita ly loads w ith g o ods and further a long, a t Ocean 
Terminals, a mighty liner lands immigrants, ca tch ing the ir f irst sight of 
Canada ·· their new home. A modern Immigration bu ild ing handles these 
new Canadia ns quick ly and efficie ntly, soon sending them on their w ay to 
points right across the country. 

13. As we approach the end of the harbour rood we see the Novo Scotian 
Hotel (1 3) towering above us. O ne of three Canad ia n No tional Ra ilways 
Hotels in the Moritimes, the Novo Scotian is situated right on the wate r­
front and directly con nected w ith the C.N.R. terminals. This f ine hotel hos 
156 outside rooms, a ll w ith combination tub ba th and show er. It contains 
studios of the Canadian Broadcasting Co rporation, a w ell-appointed d ining 
room, bal lroom and barbershop a nd is a ma jo r conve ntio n centre, as wel l 
as a meeting place for service clubs, etc. 

14. In the centre of the landscaped grounds facing the Nova Scotian Hotel 
is a statue of Hon. Edward Cornwal lis (14), w ho in 1749, founded the City 
of Ha lifax. Cornwal lis brought 2000 settl ers to bui ld the early city and 
directed the plans w h ich broug ht Halifax into being. He a lso formu lated 
the first laws .. . drawn up aboa rd shi p in the Harbour. A d escendant of the 
founder, Lord Cornwall is, w as present for the 1949 Bicentena ry Ce lebra tions 
in Halifax. 

HALIFAX CITY RE.GIONAL UBRAP' I 
5381 Spring Garden i::tri 



15. Circling the small pork surrounding the statue, we head north olbng Bar­
rington Street ... the main shopping thoroughfore ... soon reaching GOVERN­
MENT HOUSE (15) official residence of the Lieutenant Governor of Novo 
Scotia. One of the oldest executive mansions in North America, built al­
most 150 years ago, Government House was constructed of ma terials quar­
ried or cut from every section of the Province and from England and Scot­
land. Royalty, celebrities and abor igines hove been enterta ined in th is 
lovely old building. 

Just opposite Government House is the old St. Poul's Cemetery with its 
Sebastopol Monument, which commemorates the sacrifice of two Novo 
Scotia military officers at Sebastopol. It is the only Crimean War Mem­
orial in America and carries as its inscr iption: " A sweet and beautiful thing 
it is to die for one's country." A heavy table-monument marks the res­
ting place of Major-General Robert Ross who captured Washington in the 
War of 1812 and was later ki lled at the siege of Baltimore. There hove 
been no burials here since 1850. 

16. Turning left on to Spring Gorden Rood, we draw a longside St. Mary's 
Basilica (16), one of the oldest stone edifices in Canada with the highest 
granite spire in the world. This was the site. of Horseman's Fort, the South 
Gate of the Halifax Palisade in the early days. The original church was 
built in 1829. A unique feature of St. Mary's is that it hos two fronts. 
It is possible to make your way through openings in the former windows 
of the original front, and stand between what was once the front wall, 
and the present one, impressive in its carved granite. 



It is perhaps only on aerial shot such as 
this that can do full justice to Halifax. 
This wide peninsula offers many at­
tractions common to few other cities 
and the contrasts between the busy, 
bustling commercial life on the harbor 

· side and the quiet, holiday atmosphere 
af the North-West Arm, will amaze 
the visitor. 

1 - Citadel Hill; 2 - North-West Arm; 3 - Bedford Basin; 
4 - Ocean Terminals; 5 - Sea Wall; 6 - Cold Storage Termin­
als; 7 - Grain Elevator; 8 - Private Piers; 9 - Deepwater 
Terminals; 10 - Halifax Shipyards; 11 - Richmond Terminals; 
12 - H.M.C. Dockyard; 13 - Angus L. Macdonald Bridge; 
14 - Point Pleasant Park; 15 - Tourist Bureau. 



17. Spring Garden Road is a spacious one w ith dignifed bui ldings set back on 
grassy lawns. The law Courts are here and a lso THE NOVA SCOTIA TECH­
NICAL COLLEGE. (17) where some of the finest civil and Mechanical en­
g ineers have studied. 

18. Just opposite the Tech is the new HALIFAX MEMORIAL LIBRARY (18) one 
of the finest in Eastern Canada. The liberal selection of books for all in­
terests and ages is constantly receiving additions and the Reference Section 
and Read ing Room a re open to all. 

19. Continuing west on Spri ng Garden Road, we reach the LORD NELSON HOTEL 
(19), long a landmark in Halifax. Overlooking the famous end richly 
beautiful Public Gardens, it is preferred by many as the "downtown" hotel. 
The lord Nelson has 184 rooms, all with bath, is famous for f ine food 
and comfortable accommodation. From both the lord Nelson and the Nova 
Scotian Hotel, special bus tours operate to all parts of the city and suburbs. 



20. Before going through the Public Gardens, just beyond the Hote l, perhaps 
we should turn left onto Tower Road to see All SAINTS CATHEDRAL (20). 
This large and modern Ang lican Church cannot boast the a ntiquity of 
St. Paul's, but is the cen tre of much activity among those of Church of 
England faith . All Saints welcomes visitors to worship se rvices while in 
the city. 

21. Just beyond t~e Cathedral and looming high above the surrounding bu ild ­
ing is the VICTORIA GENERAL HOSPITAL (21 ). This fifteen-story build ing 
is the most modern hospital in Canada and the tallest hospital building 
in the Br itish Empire. It is the headquarters and main teach ing hospital 
for the Dalhousie Medical College· ... also the main Provincial Hosp ita l in 
Nova Scotia, with accommodation for over 600 patients served by over 
400 nurses. As an insti tution, Victoria General da tes back to 1844, but 
the new bu ild ing was not completed until 1948 when it was officially opened 
for service by the Provincial Department of Health and Welfare. 

Immediately across the street from the Hosp ital is the School for the Bl ind . 
Built in 1870 and enlarged and modernized several t imes, the School serves 
all four Atlantic Provinces, giving tuition rang ing from kindergarten to 
Grade 10. 

22. From the Hospital also can be seen the chapel of "OUR LADY OF SORROWS" 
(22) which was completely built in one day by a combined force of w orkers, 
two thousand in all, who began their task after serv ices at St. Mary's one 
day nearly l 00 years ago. The church has a seating capacity of 70 and 
its outstanding decoration is a la rge stained glass a rt w indow dating back 
to 1661. Inside also are wood carvings tak~n from a Flemish church in 1550. 



23. But now the sun is hot and we're tired, good reasons for making our way 

back to the PUBLIC GARDENS (23, 24 & 25) we noticed wh ile passing the 

Lord Nelson. The main entrance is through these beautiful wrought iron 

gates. Once inside do you notice how the noise of traffic but a few fee t 

away, seems muffled? That's part of the charm of these lovely gardens ... 

17 acres of peaceful parkland, ponds and flowers, set in the midst of a 

busy city. 

24. Walking across the rustic bridge over the bubbling stream, we walk be­

side spacious lawns that are dotted with colorful flower beds. And here, 

in the centre is the quiet lake where stately swans glide by, hold ing them­

selves aloof from the onlookers on the banks. Min iature ships, liners and 

sailing craft, bob up and dawn on the tiny waves set up by the passing 
swans. 

25. Just beyond the lake is the Bandstand where, throughout the summer 

season, military and civilian bands render pleasing concerts to the throngs 

of people who gather in the Gardens an long summer evenings. Chairs 

are provided, but there are never enough to accommodate the many peo­

ple who regularly attend. Many are accommodated by the park benches 

that line the winding walks; others are content to stand on the green car­

pet of grass. The Bandstand is one of the centra l attractions of the Hal ifax 

Public Gardens. 



26. A short drive from the Gordens ... olong South Park Street between the Park 
and the Hotel, and then turning right at the traffic indicator onto Sackville 
Street ... takes us to the perimeter of CITADEL HILL (26) . 

27. Here's a road leading to the top of the Hill a nd the actual Citadel which 
is well worth our seeing. As we climb upwards and make a complete circle 
round the Citadel the City spreads out beneath us and at last we reach 
the entrance to the Citadel itse lf, a massive, star-shaped fortress . It now 
houses a fine naval and military museum to wh ich visitors are always 
welcome and a whole day could be spent browsing through relics of Nova 
Scotia's past. Members of the Imperial Order, Daughters of the Empire, 
(1. 0 .D.E. ) serve refreshments in a charming tea room built in what was 
once a powder magazine. 

28. As we leave the Citadel and prepare to turn left and drive down around 
the fortifications, you' ll notice the OLD TOWN CLOCK (28) at the foot of 
the eastern slope. This clock has been keeping time fa ithfully ever since 
it was erected by the Duke of Kent in 1803. 

Coming down from the Citadel we turn right at the Cogswell Street exit, 
then within a hundred yards swing left into Gottingen Street ... busy shop­
ping area of the North End. After travelling along six blocks of crowded 
stores, theatres and restaurants we reach North Street and by turn ing right 
here we have a wonderful view, looking straight down on the approaches 
to Hal ifax's newest and greatest landmark. 



29. This is the Angus L. Macdona ld Br idge. This m ighty b ridge link ing Ha lifax 
with Dartmouth, forms part of the Trans-Ca nada Hig hwa y a nd a lso offe rs 
visitors a most impressive view of t he City, the Ha rbour, the Basin and 
Dartmouth a cross the water. A trip across the Br idge is w e ll w o rth while 
(a toll is levied of 40¢ per car p lus 5,· per passenger each way) a nd there 
are many interesting sights in Dartmouth. But to rea lly e n joy the v ie w fro m 
the Bridge, why not p la n to take the trolley b us ove r. Then transfe r to a 
Bel l bus o n the Dartmouth s ide, get off a t t he Fe rry a nd come back to the 
Hal ifax side by Ferry, thus e n joying a nother un ique a nd interest ing vie w 
of the City. 

30. If you decide on making thi s bus exped ition, but at a la ter date, a nd wish 
now to continue your car tour of the City, simply drive dow n past the 
Bridge approaches and turn right onto Ba rri ngton Street. Upon reaching 
Duke Street, at the corner of City Hal l, we turn left going dow n two blocks 
to Holli s where turning to the right a nd d riving a sho rt d ista nce b rings us 
to the PROVINCE HOUSE (30). This large sandstone structu re w as completed 
in the year 1819 a nd is reputed to be one of the fin est e xample s of Georg ia n 
arch itectures on the Continen t. The main entrance d isplays tw o ancient 
lamps from Water loo Bridge and a brace of cannon, vsed in the naval 
d ue l between the Chesapeake and Sha nnon, stand at the north end of the 
Bui ld ing . Thi s famous na va l encounter has a special place in the histo ry 
of Halifax, fo r it w as from this port " Sha nnon" sa iled to chal lenge " Chesa­
peake" and it was to Halifax tha t the two sh ips returned as captor and 

prize. 

31 . From here we continue to the e nd of the b lock then tu rn up past Eatons 
Department Sto re on our left and across Barrington Street in the a rea shown 
in this aerial photograph (31 ). 



32. Just above Borrington, on the corner of Argyle and Prince Streets is the 
CARLETON HOTEL (32). around the corner from the busiest section of the 
city . It is one of the Fraser Hotels, o chain which includes other hostelries 
at places like Live rpool and Chester. 

Directly opposite the Hotel is a modern garage where your car con be 
stored by the day, week or month. 

33. Turning right here, we poss just above ST. PAUL'S CHURCH (33). This 
church was erected from timbers brought by sea from Boston. Of Royal 
foundation, St. Poul's is the oldest Protestant Church in Canada. Its records 
date back to the found ing of Halifax in 17 49 and hos been termed the 
" Westmin ister Abbey of the New World" . Many p rominent figures ore 
buried in its vaults and inside o re hotchments bearing armorial devices 
of o ld English families and memorial tablets. A Guide service is ava ilable 
to visitors. 

34. Also worth seeing is CITY HALL (34) located at the end of the Gra nd Parade 
just behind us. The site on which the present City Holl now stands was 
once used for Da lhousie Uni versity and it was not until the University 
moved to its new location that the Grand Parade become the centre of 
civic government. That big flag pole, tallest in the British Empire, was sup­
plied as o gift of the Canadian Pacific Ra ilway in 1947. It is 128 feet high, 
hewn from British Columbia fir. 



OUT TO THE COUNTRY 
35. 

0

Although we hove to leave the City Limits to reach the love ly stretch of 
the North West Arm known as THE DINGLE (35, 36 & 37), this pleasant spot 
itself ii ·actually on City Property. Starting from the Tourist Bureau, we 
take our original route, going past the Willow Tree and follow ing Q uinpool 
Road, past the Oxford Street intersection, to the traffic circle at the end 
of ·,he North West Arm·. 

Here we turn left, following the banks of the Arm until we reach the 
stone pillars marking the entrance to The Dingle. Driv ing dowr., th is shaded 
lane we come quite suddenly upon grassy slopes and lawns, leading down 
to calm waters. Here is the perfect spot for a picnic, for swimming or sun­
bathing, or for just sitting to watch the soilboots gliding by. 

36. On a smell hill to our right raises the Memorial Tower, bui lt in 1908 to 
commemorate the beginning of Porliomentory Government in Conado 
in 1758. It was in thot yeor general elections were held in Novo Scotia -­
the first step in attaining self government for oll British possessions .. It is 
noteworthy that the lovely site for the Tower wos donated by Sir Sand­
ford Flem ing, inventor of Standard Time. 

37. The magn ificent view of the Arm, the City and the ocean from the top of 
the Tower is well worth climbing the steps to see. It is a sight that, when 
recalled, will give you memories of Holifox as one of the most interesti ng 
of vocation spots you hove ever visited. 

To reach the Tourist Bureau on Bell Rood from Ci ty Hall ask ony policeman 
or locol citizen -- they will be hoppy to di rect you . 
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The Halifax Tourist Bureau is operated by the Hal ifax Tourist Committee. All 
photographs used are courtesy The N. S. Film Bureau. 
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